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Question 1: Imaginative Composition
Question one aims at testing the candidate’s ability to communicate. The linguistic mark should carry the day. Communication can be gauged at different levels.
Deciding the Class and allocation of marks
Read each composition and decide which class it falls in before assigning it a mark based on the following criteria. Then subject each of them to the deductions, if any.
General classifications
A – Class Essays (16-20 marks)
The candidate communicates not only fluently but also attractively with originality and efficiency. He has the ability to make us share his/her deep feelings, emotions, enthusiasms. He or she expresses himself/ herself freely and with no visible constraint.  The script gives evidence of Maturity, good planning and often humour.  Many items of merit which indicate that the candidate  has complete command  of  the  language. There is no stain, just pleasantness, clever arrangement, felicity of expression.
A- 16-17
The candidate shows competence and fluency in using the language.  He may lack imagination or originality which usually provides the “spark” in such essays. Vocabulary, idiom sentence structure, links, variety are impressive. Gross errors are very few.
A 18
Positive ability.  A few errors that are felt to be slips. The story or argument has a definite impact. No grammar problems. Variety of structures. A definite spark. Many margin ticks.
A+ 19-20
The candidate communicates not only information   but  meaning,   but  also   and   especially   the candidate’s whole  self: his  /her  feelings,  testes,  point  of view,  youth,  and  culture.  This ability to communicate deeply may express himself in a wide range of effective vocabulary, original approach, vivid and  sustained account in the case of a narrative, well developed ad  ordered argument in the case of a debate or discussion. Errors and slips should not deprive the candidate of the full marks he deserves. A very definite spark (very memorable).
B – Class Essays (11-15 marks)
This class is characterized by great fluency and easy of expression without strain.  The candidate demonstrates that he/she can use English as a normal way of expressing himself/herself.  Sentences are varied   and   usually well-constructed.   Some   candidates become ambitious   or even   over- ambitious.  There are many items of merit of one word or expression type.  Many essays in this category may be just clean and unassuming, but they still show that the candidate is at ease with the language.
B- (11-12)
The candidate communicates fairly and with some fluency.  There may be little variety in sentence structure. Gross  errors  are  still  found  occasionally,  but  this  must  not  be  over  punished  by  the examiner.
B (13)
The  sentences  are  varied  but  rather  simple  and  straight  forward.  The candidate does not strain himself in an effort to impress. There is a fair range of vocabulary and idiom. Natural and effortless. Some items of merit, economy of language.
B+ (14-15)
The candidate communicates his ideas  pleasantly  and  without  strain.  There are errors and  slips. Tenses, spelling and punctuation are good. A number of items of merit of the “whole sentence” or “whole expression” (margin ticks).
C – Class Essays. (06-10 marks)
Candidate communicates understandably but only more or less clearly.  He or she is not confident with   his/her   language.   Subject   is   often   underdeveloped.   There   may   be   some   digressions. Unnecessary repetitions frequent. The arrangement is weak and flow jerky. There is no economy of language.  Mother tongue influence is felt.
C- (06-07)
The candidate finds it obviously hard to communicate his/her ideas.  He/she is seriously hampered by his limited knowledge  of  structure  and  vocabulary.  This results in many gross errors of agreement,  spelling,  and misuse  of prepositions,  tenses verb agreement  and sentence construction.
C (08)
The candidate communicates but with not consistent clarity.  His/her linguistic abilities being very limited, he/she cannot avoid frequent errors in sentence structure. There is little variety or originality. Very bookish English, links are weak, incorrect, repeated at times.
C+ 09-10
The candidate communicates in a flat and uncertain manner.  Simple concept sentence forms are often strained.  There may be an overuse of clichés, unsuitable idioms.  Proverbs are misquoted or misinterpreted.  The flow is jerky. There are some errors of agreement, tenses and spellings.
D – Class essays (01-05 marks)
The candidate does not communicate at all.  His language ability is so minimal that the examiner practically has to guess what the candidate wants to say. The candidate fails to fit the English words he/she knows into meaningful sentences.  The subject is glanced at or distorted.  Practically no valid punctuation.  All kinds of errors (“Broken English”) are evident.
D- ( 01-02)
Chaotic, little meaning whatsoever.  Question paper or some words from it simply copied.
D (03) 
Flow of thought almost impossible to follow. The errors are continuous 
D+ (04)
Although the English is broken and the essay is full of errors of all types, we can at least guess what the candidate wants to say.
POINTS OF INTEPRETATION
Write a composition that has a crowd, an explosion, an ambulance and a hospital.
· It must be a story
· It must contain all the four words. The words should fit in the rest of the story naturally. Not just mere mention. Put an asterisk when you come across each of these words.
· The story MUST remain moral 
1. Expository essay 
· It must be an expository essay.
· It must highlight the significance of talent in a young person’s life.
· The candidate must show a clear understanding of talent 
· The candidate must support their essay with adequate examples to earn full marks
· The focus of the essay is not the points but rather the language ability of the candidate.
QUESTION 2
Irresponsible decisions can lead to undesired consequences. Write an essay to show the relevance of this statement basing your illustrations on Paul B. Vitta’s Fathers of Nations.
Introduction
In the introduction, the learner should demonstrate an understanding of the question. He/She should interpret and synthesize the question. He/She should not just restate the question but paraphrase it. If the candidate defines any term there is no introduction.
Sample introduction
When people make bad choices in life they likely to suffer some painful results. Various characters in the text make bad choices and they experience painful results
D for Decisions
Di – Professor Kimani Karanja P 32-38
Topic Sentence: Professor Kimani Karanja makes the irresponsible decision of Confronting Newborn Walomu in his office.
Illustration: The death of Tuni in a grissly road accident makes worse the already fragile relationship between Kimani and his wife Siya. Siya blames Kimani for the tragic and untimely death of their only daughter. Tired of her husband’s lack of ambition, she leaves him for Newborn Walomu, a Member of Parliament. Kimani is already infuriated by the rapid climb of a fellow who was his junior by far at the university through unorthodox means. Therefore when Asiyo leaves him for Newborn Walomu Kimani cannot take it. He storms Walomu’s demanding to know why he stole his wife. Expectedly Walomu humiliates him by making fun about him. Thoroughly provoked he attacks Walomu throwing several fists before he misses and falls down. Newborn Walomu pounces on him saying “Now you die Karanja’. The two bull elephants are separated by police officers. Kimani is then charged with assaulting a Member of Parliament. His university also demotes him from his current rank as  full professor back to his starting rank as senior lecturer claiming that he had disgraced it. On top of that he is jailed for six  months.
Dii – Dr. Abiola Afolabi P 75-81
Topic Sentence: Dr. Afolabi makes the irresponsible decision of allowing his cousin Femi and a girl he had come with from the village to stay to spend the night at his house against his wife’s wish.
Illustration:
Diii – Comrade Ngobile Melusi P103-
Topic Sentence: Comrade Ngobile Melusi makes the irresponsible decision of attacking the Zimbabwean president at the Summit hence being arrested and losing an opportunity to have a bigger impact at the summit.
Illustration:
Div – Pastor Chineke Chiamaka P114-116
Topic Sentence: Pastor Chineke Chiamaka makes the irresponsible decision of criticizing the president in his sermon and he finds himself in problems.
Illustration:
Dv – Engineer Seif Tahir P118-121
Topic Sentence: Engineer Seif Tahir makes the irresponsible decision of slapping Rahma for shedding her veil in public and ends up with very painful results.
Illustration: After the leader dismantling the Fist of Allah, the sycophantic Tahir turns into a fierce critic of the government. He is annoyed with the leader for taking this cowardly step. He is irritable even at his place of work. Tahir falls in love with a female colleague Rahma Mahmoud, his junior a million miles. He asks her out on a date one evening. He wants them to go on a tomato soup date. He suggests the following Saturday but Rahma rejects it. Tahir considers this a slap in the face; a rebuff dealt to hurt him and storms back to his office in a fit of rage. He believes Rahma said no in order to put him down. He feels so humiliated by a woman who, for all her smiles, was his junior by many miles and vows to retaliate. The following morning, Rahma was removing her head veil readying for laboratory work that it would have impeded when Tahir goes and slaps her. He supposedly does this in order to administer discipline on a female subordinate for shedding her veil in public in violation of Libyan culture
Parents who are domineering make their children not to realize their full potential in life. Write an essay to show the relevance of this statement basing your illustrations on Charles Mungoshi’s The Sins of the Fathers.
Fathers or mothers who control their offsprings make them fail to be independent hence they cannot do anything useful on their own. This hinders their ability to be who they are supposed to be.
P for Parents
Pi – The Guitar incident
Rwafa wants to control the desires and likings of his son Rondo. When he comes home and finds him playing the guitar, he shouts at him and breaks the guitar throwing the whole contraption in to the fire. He says no Micky Jaggers or John whites in my house. They have no sense of responsibility playing and singing on trains with no destination in mind. No son of Rwafa has ever been a rolling stone. This incident implanted so much fear in Rondo that he peed in his shorts. This incident killed the desire and potential of Rondo to be a guitar player. The flames of the burning guitar suffered all the encouragement of him.
Pii – Job arrangement
Rwafa makes arrangement for Rondo to be employed at the city’s daily papers the clarion. One morning his father came into his room and told him to go to the newspaper. Rwafa refers to Rondo using words that have no respect in them like slob. According to Rwafa there was nothing that Rondo could ever get right, at the newspaper and even at home, Selina sees him as someone who cannot live on his father shadow. His workmates laugh at him because of his dependence on his father. As an only son, a lot of things are done for Rondo by his father of which he was not aware of. Because of his son ignorance, Rwafa is very disappointed in his son.
Piii – Marriage
Rwafa does not want Rondo to marry Selina, according to him, Selina comes from the man Ziviti-Ndebele clan, which is a sworn and longtime enemy of Rwafa’s clan Zezeru-koranga. After Rondo committing the information of marrying from an outcast tribe, she had gone further to make the matters worse by giving him a first grand-daughter and a second one. After this nothing could have appeared Rwafa. According to him Rondo had been written out, written off disappeared. When Rondo first brought Selina to their house, Rwafa asked who her people were, on learning that she was from Maoziviti-Ndebele clan, he walked out of the house and staying out of sight for the whole day. This action makes Rondo appear inferior in Selina’s eyes. Selina say she could do better in his pants.
P iv – Raving at Birthday party
Rwafa is so vengeful towards the Zezeru-koranga clan that he is ready to destroy his own son in order to revenge against it. After Basil Mzamane scuffling Rwafa’s plan to kill Mrs Quayle and take over her farm, he burns with anger and hatred towards him. During the birthday party Rwafa raves about the traditional enemies of the people, enemies of the state, enemies of the clan, of the family cattle thieves, children thieves. People who spot in the face of their own people. He habour destructive feeling of revenge towards Selina Zezeru-koranga clan which rended their clan and bad things to them when he was a child. No son of Rwafa would  play second fiddle to anyone’s lead.
In conclusion, it is quite clear that parents who control their children make them not to have the independence they need in order to achieve their ability . 

b) Introduction
	- Many leaders thrive in falsehoods as a way of entrenching misrule in the society. This what the owls in Parliament of Owls use so that they cannot continue oppress other birds in the bird kingdom.
	(Accept any other relevant introduction)		2marks
ILLUSTRATIONS
D i) Osogo’s family- 30 birds are massacred. Oyundi is sort after because he has become a thorn in the flesh of the leadership. They don’t stop. In the end Oyundi unmasks Money Bags. The king finallys orders for Money Bag’s arrest.
D ii) Even though Oyundi is arrested and put behind bars, it doesn’t stop him from fighting with other birds to kick the owls from parliament and build new institutions.
D iii) Tel Tel is arrested for refusing to be used to spread propaganda. She is out to bring about good governance. The arrest doesn’t silence her. It makes her stronger.
D iv) Iron Lady Owl, is committed to fairness. Despite being dismissed by Money Bag, he fights alongside Oyundi. She is not cowed by the Socialite Owl and faces her head on when she brings up trivial matters.
D v) The death of Arum Tidi was meant to cow the other birds into submission but instead it invigorates them. The like-minded animals rally behind Oyundi and Ogila Nyakirondo. Together they remove Tula Nyongoro and his cronies from the parliament of owls.
	(Accept any 4 well developed points. Mark 3;3;3;3. Total 12 marks)
Conclusion
· It is difficult for propaganda to stop people from bringing about the desired change.
(Accept any other valid conclusion)		2marks

Introduction
· Bad/painful events that occur in our lives have the habit of affecting us long after they had happened. This happens to be the case for Masuji, Shintaro Gisaburo, Kuroda and others in the novel An Artist of the Floating World.
(Accept any other relevant introduction)	2marks
ILLUSTRATIONS
P (i) Akira Sugimura had an ambitious plan for Kawabe Park. He wanted to leave a mark for the city and its people. So he thought of making it the focus of the city culture. This was a financial gamble that made it run into a financial crisis. As a result, the cultural centres he had envisaged were not built. After the war, the park fell into the authorities’ hands. It is now a pale shadow of itself with grass as the only reminder of where the museums would have stood. It is this financial crisis that finally led to the sale of all his property. Even his last property- a house, was bought by Masuji Ono cheaply. Pp. 2-6; 148-150
P (ii) Shintaro’s criticism of Ono’s paintings during the China Crisis come back to affect him when he wants a job as a teacher in a college. He visits Ono, at odd hours and is pained to plead so that Ono could write something to the interviewing committee to the effect that he had moved over what he thought about the war then. Pp. 143-148
P (iii) Gasiburo is said to have loved the night life and valued what the women of the floating world told him. He squandered his wealth and is now a pale shadow of his old self. He dresses in rags despite being a celebrity. His carefree life comes back to haunt him. He is an unhappy man; his talent gone to ruins Pp. 166-169
P  (iv) Mori-san regrets the old painting he had made of the pleasure district of his time. He says they are “deeply flawed.” In the painting he had glorified the floating world. He now thinks he glorified the decadent life of his youth. Pp. 169-170
P (v) Ono regrets the pain his paintings must have caused his people after the war. He is accused of not being patriotic in his painting in the events leading up to the war. As a result of this he fell off with his protégé –Kuroda. He is guilty when he learns that Mitsuo knows Kuroda. During Noriko’s ‘miai’, he opens up and admits his mistake. Pp. 138-142
	(Accept any 4 well illustrated points. Mark 4;4;4;4. Total 12marks
	Grammar and presentation 4marks
Conclusion
· It is always good to make peace with one’s past so as to live amicably with others in society
(Accept any other valid conclusion)	2marks
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